Recovery Month 2010: SAMPLE PROCLAMATION

Office of the [Governor, Mayor, or County Executive] State of [your state]

PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, recovery from substance use disorders is possible through a variety of treatment resources and recovery support programs; and 

WHEREAS, thousands of people across the United States are living happy, healthy, and productive lives in recovery; and 
WHEREAS, in 2008, an estimated 23.1 million people of every age, race, ethnicity, and socio-economic status needed treatment for substance dependence or abuse in the United States; and

WHEREAS, substance use disorders are a treatable, yet serious health care problem, and our community must take steps to address it; and 

WHEREAS, educating our community about how substance use disorders affect all people in the community, including public safety officials, the workforce, older adults, and families, therefore is essential to combat misconceptions associated with addiction; and 

WHEREAS, such education is essential to overcoming misconceptions and achieving long-term recovery; and

WHEREAS, to help more people enter a path of recovery, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, and [name of a treatment organization in your state or region] invite all residents of [city or state] to participate in National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month (Recovery Month); and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [name and title of your elected official], by virtue of the authority vested in me by the laws of [city, state, or locality], do hereby proclaim the month of September 2010 as
National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month 
in [city or state] and call upon the people of [city or state] to observe this month with appropriate programs, activities, and ceremonies supporting this year’s theme, “Join the Voices for Recovery: now more than ever.”
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this [day of the month] day of September, 2010.

___________________________

Signature
[Insert City/State or Other Official Seal]
